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sentative legislature. Russia's first parliament,
the Duma, convened in May, 1906. The
liberals urged a radical solution of the land
question to meet the peasants' demand for
more land but the government refused to con-
cede these demands. The third Duma, which
convened on November 14, 1907, sat its full
term of five years, and introduced legislation
of a progressive character1, which would
have corrected some of the outstanding effects
of economic and political conditions in Rus-
sia had it been honestly and conscientiously
carried out by the government. During this
same period a certain amount of progress was

respect to the Jews, but the central author-
ities ordered the strictest application of ex-
isting legislation. This led to the persecution
and even expulsion of large numbers of Jew-
ish residents in Central Russian provinces.
On the eve of the Great War the internal sit-
uation in Russia gave reason for serious
alarm. The Duma was in open conflict with
the government and again, as in 1904, the
word 'revolution* was being frequently heard.
The short-sighted policy of the government
had left untouched the political and economic
situations that had furnished the background
for the revolutionary movement of 1904-
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made in the field of education. A law pro-
viding for universal obligatory education had
been passed by the Duma. It had reached
only the first stages of actual realization,
when the war interrupted. By this time, as
a result of the possibility of more open dis-
cussion of Russian internal politics, it had
become dear that German influence and ex-
ample accounted in considerable measure for
the reactionary policies of the government.
The increase of German influence in Turkey,
and particularly the Bagdad railway were the
concrete evidences of this new situation. The
policy with regard to Poland became more
restrictive. It was in the Jewish question
that the exclusive nationalism of the govern-
ment's policy found its strongest expression.
There was no new restrictive legislation with

1906. With the declaration of war on August
4, 1914 (see EUROPE, GREAT WAR OF), a com-
plete change took place in the Russian inter-
nal situation. The overwhelming majority of
the progressive leaders in Russian public life
and thought, including many who called
themselves Socialists, accepted the war as a
national war. The peasants did not under-
stand what the war was about, but among
them also it seemed to be accepted and sup-
ported. So long as the initial military situa-
tion remained favorable, Russia presented a
united and loyal front to the foe. Disquieting
circumstances were due to bad management.
There were whisperings of treason in high
places, corruption and bribery while many
thousands of lives were being needlessly sacri-
ficed. Even the Emperor, and particularly